
The Ad Majorem Collection of Psalter Chants 

Some Reviews of The Ad Majorem Chants 

Very little has been written about this work of Meade Falkner’s. It was not listed in Graham 
Pollard’s Bibliography in The Book Collector (Autumn 1960). However, Kenneth Warren does 
refer to it in his Biography: “At one time, possibly with Culley’s (the Durham Cathedral 
organist) help, Falkner spent the afternoons, Sunday by Sunday, in the organ loft, compiling 
his Ad Majorem Psalter – which, despite its name, was essentially a book of chants. He 
hoped it might come into use for congregational singing, had it published by Novello, and 
was generous in distributing copies to friends among the clergy. By 1923 it was already into 
a third, enlarged, edition.” 

In a letter, written to Charles William Pearce Mus.Doc., in November 1911 – two years 
before he published the Ad Majorem, Meade Falkner explained that his “collection is for the 
Psalter only, with no Venites. I have practically eliminated single chants, and there are very 
few minors. If you allow it, I propose using your chant for ‘By the waters of Babylon’. I have 
tried to only use chants with real melody and power, not musical exercises, or invertebrate 
compositions. I am quite sure that among the great number of ‘chant-books’ there is still 
ample room for something of this kind. I am publishing with Messrs. Novello – but at my own 
cost, and not for profit. 

 

 


